
Notes on the Scottish Macro-moth List, 2014  

 

This list aims to include every species of macro-moth reliably recorded in Scotland, with an 

assessment of its Scottish status, as guidance for observers contributing to the National Moth 

Recording Scheme (NMRS). It updates and corrects previous lists published in 2009, 2011 and 2012.  

 

Plausible but unproven species are relegated to an appendix, awaiting confirmation or further 

records. Unlikely species and known errors are omitted altogether, even if published records exist. 

Note that inclusion in the Scottish Invertebrate Records Index (SIRI) does not imply credibility.  At one 

time or another, virtually every macro-moth on the British list has been reported from Scotland. 

Many of these claims are almost certainly misidentifications or other errors, including name 

confusion. However, because the County Moth Recorder (CMR) has the final say, dubious Scottish 

records for some of these unverified species appear in the NMRS dataset. 

 

A modern complication involves the unwitting transportation of moths inside the traps of visiting 

lepidopterists. Then on the first night of their stay they record a species never seen before or since 

by the local observers. Many such instances are known or suspected, including three for my own 

vice-county of Banffshire. Surprising species found in visitors’ traps the first time they are used 

should always be regarded with caution. 

 

Clerical slips – the wrong scientific name scribbled in a notebook – have long caused confusion. An 

even greater modern problem involves errors while computerising the data, particularly when 

species are entered by a code number. Transposed digits are inevitable sooner or later. Since there 

is no logic or pattern about such errors, they can be particularly dangerous. The ‘experienced 

observer, unmistakeable species’ argument does not apply here. Thus a Scarce Burnished Brass 

claimed for Aberdeenshire in 2013 turned out to be a misentered code for Small Autumnal Moth 

when queried. There have been many similar instances, particularly affecting the large Rothamsted 

Insect Survey (RIS) dataset. 

 

Assessments of Scottish status have been reviewed where necessary to take account of range 

expansions or declines, plus increased knowledge. These assessments are necessarily brief and 

subjective. They also assume that suitable habitat for the species is present in an area. Note that UK 

designations such as RBD apply in Scotland too. The geographical terms used are broad: S means 

south of the River Tay, while W and E divide the country roughly in two. For greater detail of 

distributions, consult the latest NMRS maps online, particularly those prepared by Mark Cubitt on 

the Butterfly Conservation East Scotland Branch website. On the same website, the flight time 

histograms give a good indication of regional abundance too. 

 

This list follows the revised British checklist of Agassiz et. al, (2013), except that I have retained 

Sweet Gale as Acronicta euphorbiae. There is disagreement as to whether A. cinerea is a genuine 

species, so it seems precipitate to change a long-established name before this is resolved. In any 

case, given the strong Atlantico-Mediterranean influence on Britain’s fauna and flora, our taxon is 

far more likely to be the southern and western euphorbiae than an isolated outpost of the eastern 

and Scandinavian cinerea.  

 



Other changes in the new checklist that are of particular Scottish interest include the demotion of 

Arran Carpet to subspecific status (it being a haplotype of Common Marbled Carpet that behaves as 

a species only on some Scottish islands). On the other hand, our Northern Arches or Exile regains the 

name exulis, as in Newman (1869) and South (1907). Along the way it has been known as 

marmorata, assimilis, maillardi and zeta, which hardly engenders confidence in taxonomists. As 

exulis it would be a British near-endemic, and so of considerable interest. Grey Pine Carpet is 

retained as Thera obeliscata even though ours will probably prove to be a more western cryptic 

species, provisionally named by Hausmann & Viidalepp (2012) as tristrigaria (Donovan). Maybe you 

read that here first! 

 

Species added to the Scottish Macro-moths List since the previous version (January 2012) 

Devon Carpet Lampropteryx otregiata, 27 Aug 2013, six at Glassoch Farm, VC73, Keith Naylor et al.  

  Continuing the national range expansion in recent years. (Naylor, 2013). 

Blomer’s Rivulet Venusia blomeri, 14 June 2013, Lochaline, VC97, Mary Eagleson; (Eagleson, 2013). 

     A totally unexpected chance daytime find, suggesting an undiscovered population. 

Haworth’s Pug Eupithecia haworthii, 12 July 2013, Berwickshire coast VC81, Barry Prater. 

    Upgraded from the Appendix – unconfirmed and dubious old records. 

Beautiful Snout Hypena crassalis, 27 May 2012, Loch Ard VC87, David Smith; (Knowler, 2013). 

   Another chance daytime find; six more in same area on 20 June 2013. 

Mullein Cucullia verbasci, 14 July 2013, larva in garden centre, VC85, per Duncan Davidson. 

   Clearly an adventive. 

Small Rufous Coenobia rufa, 31 July 2011, Auchenshore, VC73, Euan MacAlpine. 

   Upgraded from the Appendix – unconfirmed or misidentified previous records. 

Species downgraded from the main list to the Appendix 

Small Emerald Hemistola chrysoprasaria – possible adventive with clematis, but no specimen traced. 

    Recent records have been misidentifications or computer entry errors. 

Brown-tail Euproctis chrysorrhoea – no specimen or verified record traced. 

 

Thus the main Scottish Macro-moth List now comprises 560 species, including adventives. The 

Appendix contains a further 22 plausible but unconfirmed species. If anyone can provide convincing 

evidence for further additions I would be very pleased to hear from them. 

   The new British checklist omits a Scottish designation for 29 of the species on the main Scottish 

list, yet includes as Scottish nine species for which I have no confirmed record. 

 

Some significant recent Scottish records 

Bedstraw Hawk-moth Hyles gallii, one larva, 8 Sept 2012, Coll, VC103, per Ben Jones. 

   Fully grown larva on Galium verum, a rare find especially in the west. 

Slender-striped Rufous Coenocalpe lapidata, 3 Sept 2013, Glen Orrin, VC106, M. Currie & A. Scott. 

    Targeted and found – new vice-county record. 

Frosted Yellow Isturgia limbaria, nine specimens in June 1891, Achanalt, VC106, per Martin Honey. 

   In Oxford University Museum, Geldart and Pogson-Smith collections. 

Willow Beauty Peribatodes rhomboidaria, 2 Aug 2013, Portknockie VC94, Catherine MacLeod. 

   First VC94 record since 1968; inexplicably scarce. 

Bordered Grey Selidosoma brunnearia, ten by torch on 16 Aug 2013, St. Cyrus, VC91, Paul Brooks. 

   First record since 2003 (despite searches) at the only UK east coast site. 



Small Chocolate-tip Clostera pigra, larvae, August 2013, VC78, Teyl de Bordes & M. Lindsay. 

    Found at several sites, new for Peebles-shire and first Borders records since 1984.  

Pinion-streaked Snout Schrankia costaestrigalis, 5 Aug 2013, Virkie, Shetland, Paul Harvey. 

    New for VC112, migrant or stray. Det. Jon Clifton. 

Dark Spectacle Abrostola triplasia, July 2003, Isle of May, VC85, David Pickett (photos). 

    Particularly scarce in eastern Scotland, probably migrant. 

Lyme Grass Longalatedes elymi, July 2012, Loch Fleet, VC107, Tony Mainwood and D. Bryant. 

    Further north than any previous records 

Slender Brindle Apamea scolopacina, 26 July 2013, NH7775, East Ross VC106, Nigel Richards. 

   Continuing the remarkable northwards range expansion. 

Scarce Brindle Apamea lateritia, 2011, Fair Isle VC112, Nick Riddiford (gen. det. Jon Clifton). 

   A speciality of the Northern Isles; but why no E coast records? 

Pale Pinion Lithophane socia, spring 2013, Mull VC103, per Alan Skeates. 

   Continued range expansion: the furthest north yet, except for migrants in the Northern Isles. 

Southern Wainscot Mythimna straminea, 13 July 2013, Kennet Pans, VC87, David Bryant. 

    Previously only in Dumfries & Galloway – major range expansion. (Knowler, 2013).  

White-speck Mythimna unipuncta, 13 March 2012, Tighnabruaich, VC98, Steve Petty.  

   Very early date; the Scottish west coast sees more migration in spring than in autumn. 

Square-spotted Clay Xestia stigmatica, 14 July 2013, Linlithgow VC84, Catherine Fowler. 

   Perhaps the first confirmed record on the Scottish east coast. 
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